
 

Errors are interference from first 
language that impedes learning, 
correct immediately. 

Errors are natural part of 
developmental process, so provide 
meaningful feedback to model. 

Behaviorism Gestaldt Psychology or Humanism 
1. Influenced 
by school of 
psychology 

2. Leaders 
Schools of Psychology 
2nd language methods

3. Perceptions of the Mind 

4. Perceptions of How 
People Learn Language 

5. Instructional Focus 

6. Teaching Strategies 

B.F. Skinner, Watson 
Bloomfield, Fries (as applied) Lado 

Mind is a blank slate where humans simply 
store impressions. 

Simply a stimulus-response 
association, where people form habits 

The focus is on the form. Structures 
ordered from simple to complex. Part to 
whole approach

Mimic and memorize sample 
dialogues, controlled language 
patterns, language labs

Carl Rogers, Noam Chomsky, others 
Steven Krashen, Tracy Terrell 

View brain as a complex structure that 
develops through interactional 
processes.

Intrinsically determined (innate) and is 
shaped by experiences (develops, not 
“made”)
Focus is on function (language in 
natural situations) Whole to part 
approach

Audiolingual Method Natural Approach 

8. Most 
important for 

learning  
Teacher and Content  
(In second language, content is 
usually language structures) 

Natural situations for interaction based 
on interest and need.  Authentic 
modeling, Students create language.

Learner and Context.  
(Teach what the learner needs in 
authentic situations)

 BIG IDEA: Schools of psychology shape how people perceive learners, the process of learning, what is important to teach, and how to teach 
most effectively. Topical Big Idea:  The assumptions of learners and effective instructional practices differ markedly between the Audiolingual 
Method for teaching a second language and the Natural Approach to second language acquisition.

DIRECTIONS:  Use the cooperative structure of Team Jigsaw to teach the differences between the Audiolingual Method and the Natural 
Approach.  Each team discusses the assigned aspect of comparison.  In this example, the differences are so pronounced that the only 
similarity is the aspect being compared.  CHALLENGE: During the oral sharing, use the comparative sentence prompts for differences to 
model sentence variety for expressing the information. 

7. Perception of and 
Response to Errors 



 
SENTENCE PROMPTS FOR CONTRASTING DIFFERENCES 

 
Note: The following prompts provide some suggestions for contrasting ideas.  You may change them as needed or write your own.  

 
 
 
__________________________ and ______________________ are different in many ways. 
 
 
_______________________________________, but _____________________________________________________________. 
 
 
_______________________________________; however, ________________________________________________________. 
 
 
While __________________________________, _______________________________________________________________. 
 
 
_______________________________________, yet _____________________________________________________________. 
 
 
______________________________________; conversely, _______________________________________________________. 
 
 
In contrast to __________________________, _________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
______________________________________, in contrast, _______________________________________________________. 
 
 
It is not common for _______________________to ______________; however, ______________________________________. 
 
 
Unlike _______________that________________________________, ________________________________________________. 
 
 
An important difference between __________________ and _________________  _____________________________________  




